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MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS BULLETIN 



The Current Expenses of the Museum 
for the year 1907 were $76,684.68, as against 
$79,278.09 during 1906. Annual subscrip- 
tions toward current expenses to the amount of 
$17,432 were received from 1,097 persons 
as compared with $17,966 from 1,037 persons 
in 1906. The expenses were $2,593.41 less 
than in 1906 and the annual subscribers sixty 
more in number. 



During 1907, 168 Lectures were given in 
the class room of the Museum to 3,263 auditors. 
Beside the series arranged by the Committee on 
Utilization, courses were given to classes from the 
West Newton Street High School, the Trade 
School for Girls, Thayer Academy, and a number 
of clubs and other organizations. Gallery talks on 
the collections were given during the year to pupils 
of the School by several officers of the Museum. 




"Oieio of the new building from a house-lop across Huntinglon Aoinue. (Sec the Bulletin for October last.) 



The New Museum on January 25, 1908. 

THE mild weather of December and most of 
January has greatly favored progress on the 
new building. All the excavations were finished 
and all the footings in by December 3 1 , and up 
to the present it has been possible to push the 
work of construction almost without interruption. 
Although less than ten months have elapsed since 
ground was broken, it is estimated that the build- 
ing is now half completed. 

The rapid progress lately made can best be ap- 
preciated by comparing the illustration above with 
that published in the Bulletin of four months since. 
At that time, September 1 3, the power house and 
chimney were practically complete, and the walls 
of the Classical (nearer) wing had begun to rise. 
At present the chimney is wholly masked by the 
walls and iron work of the Japanese (farther) wing, 
the walls of the Classical wing have reached the 
cornice, and the entrance portico alone is still below 
ground. The roof trusses over the Clcissical court 
are in place and those along the Japanese corridor 



are beginning to show over the foundations of the 
entrance. This will be the last portion of the 
building to be completed, the quarters assigned to 
the collections taking precedence. The whole 
northern wall of the building, nearly four hundred 
feet in length, has been pushed to its full height in 
order to protect the rest of the work from the north 
wind and to reflect upon it the sun's warmth. In 
its shelter the temperature is several degrees higher 
than elsewhere and has permitted of work that 
could not otherwise have been accomplished. The 
flooring of both stories is now in place over con- 
siderable areas of the building. The installation of 
pipes and conduits for ventilation, heating, and elec- 
tricity has kept pace with the progress of the walls 
and floors. Weather permitting, the roofing of the 
classical wing with concrete blocks, copper sheath- 
ing, and glass will proceed at once. 

There seems at present no reason to doubt that 
the new Museum will be ready in time to permit 
of transferring the collections before June of next 
year, when possession of the present building must 
be surrendered to the purchasers. 



